North American Belgian Sheepdog Rescue has a super sweet 3½ y.o. male solid black Longhair GSD available for adoption. Cookie came to rescue along with a Belgian Sheepdog following their confiscation by Animal Control from an owner due to neglect. 

Cookie has the most wonderful disposition and a very charming personality. He’s quite the conversationalist too, with half a dozen or more distinct sounds, including one that is similar to a moose’s call. He really is quite a character!

He has learned to sit for dinner, to wait his turn and not to barge out the door, although the latter needs more practice. His WAIT is pretty good and STAY is so-so. He also barks indiscriminately so will require a strong leader with the time and patience to continue his training. His barking is vastly improved, but after all, he did it non-stop for more than 3 years so sometimes he forgets the rule and starts in. The good news is that he can be distracted fairly easily now; gaining self-discipline skills has helped him tremendously.

Cookie is house-trained (with and without a doggy door) and crate trained, and is accustomed to people in wheelchairs. He is also fine left loose in the house and doesn’t get into mischief in my absence. No counter-surfing but he does have some rude manners that we’ve worked on, such as thinking any food in our hands must be his for the taking, some pushing and shoving to position himself in a more favorable spot at snack time, and things of that nature that he wasn’t educated about as a pup.

He is very strong and has many qualities that make him an excellent service dog prospect for someone with mobility disabilities, but first he has some growin’ up and basic learnin’ to do. Cookie is also a good candidate for nosework and can be seen in photos searching for items I introduced to him and then hid around the yard. He had no problem locating them quickly.

He loves to play ball and is affectionate without being overbearing. He’s said to have broken free and killed sheep so a rural home isn’t the ideal one for him. He can get pretty wound up during games of chase with my BSDs so small children and small animals might be an issue until he has better self-control and focus. Cookie gets along quite well with other dogs but prefers staying at his person’s side.

Cookie is neutered, chipped, HW neg, and UTD on vaccines. Interested parties may request an adoption application by emailing arizonabsd@gmail.com but please note that I will not respond to anonymous/unsigned emails. References, fenced yard, home check and adoption contract are required. Adoption fee $325. Volunteer assistance with transportation from Tucson is available.

